Bugsy? No, it's BUGC, and it’s very important

BY CINDY GRAHL, EDITOR

n the face of the recent bridge

collapse in Minneapofis, we

thought it would be good totakea
new look at the infrastructure situation
here in Ohio to get a more positive
spin on events. One force for good
that we have in this area is Buid Up
Greater Cleveland, aninnovative pub-

The collapse of a Minneapolis
bridge is encouraging a new look
at our infrastructure’s condition.
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fic and private partnership to build up
ihe regional infrastructure that has
been in place since 1983. Its mission
was {o support our physical and eco-
nomic development and quality of life
through the enhancement of the
county’s fransportation, water and
wastewatsr systems by giminaling
duplication of construction costs,
targeting limited financial resources
toward the most sefous nesds and
avoiding competition for local tax
dallars. Over the next two decades,
BUGC worked toward crisis resolu-
tion, management capacity enhance-
ment and sirategic regional infrastruc-
iure support.

In 2003, BUGC took a new direc-
ion, evolving into a mode! separate
from the newiy formed Greater Cleve-
land Parinership, with the idea of
focusing on developing stronger pub-
fic/private parinerships and making a
collaborative effort to priofitize proj-
ecis that will have the greatest eco-

nomic impact on the region. (More on
this will appear in a future issuge.)

In 2004, BUGC developed a 10-
ted infrastruc-
ture investmanis needed in Guyahoga
County of $8.5 billion, S5 billion for
preservation and rehab of existing

year forecast of

systems and $3.5 billion to add new
ransporiation and wastewater invest-
ments. This means a yearly invest-
ment of 850 million (vs. the $398
mifion annual average before that).

In 2005 BUGC partnered with the
Cleveland Enginesring Society, giving
CES responsibility for its adminisira-
tive funciions. The parinership al-
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This innovative partnership now

involves the CES and focuses
on workforce development

lowed BUGC to integrate its educa-
fion inftiatives with those of CES as
well as continue with its mission to-
wards public/private collaboration.

Now, the BUGC Human
Resources Task Force has set objec-
tives towards educating area high
school students to fill the engineering
pipefine. Through iis New Faces of
Engineering RoadShow program,
CES educates more than 2,000 siu-
dents in Northsast Ohio each year
about the engineering profession. The
joint efforts of GES and BUGC also
provide opportunities 1o increase stu-
dent awareness about enginsering
through shadowing and intemships.

BUGC recognizes that coliabora-
tion, public awareness and sustain-
able infrastructure are critical for eco-
nomic growth in Northsast Chio. lis
Pubiic Education Program Committee
is working to buid a strong support
network among loca), regional, state
and federal officiats for public infra-
siructure planning and investments in
Northeast Ohio. These initiatives
be met through the joint efforts of
BUGGC, CES and Greater Cleveland
Parinership.

Current BUGC sizkeholders are the
City of Gieveland, Clevetand-Cuyahoga
County Port Authority, Cuyzhoga
County Engineer, Greater Cleveland
Regiona! Transit Authority and North-
‘east Ohio Regional Sewer Distict. The
BUGC chairperson is Eugene Baxe
dale, president, Osborn Architects
and Enginsars. Stay tuned to this
station for another update on the
BUGC agenda. BXM
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The BUGC
Human
Resources
Task Force has
set objectives
towards
educating area
high school
students to fill
the engineering
pipeline through
its New Faces
of Engineering
RoadShow
program.
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